
  

 

  Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
  Tuesday, December 24, 2020 
  Christmas Eve 
  St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Richmond, Virginia 

Prelude God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen             Traditional, Arr. Penny Rodriguez  

Celebrant  Good news and great joy to all the world. 
People  For to us is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 
Celebrant  Glory to God in heaven. 
People  Peace to all people on earth. 

Gloria                                                                                 Philip Ledger  
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

First Reading                            Isaiah 9:2-7 
  The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 96       O Sing A New Song to the Lord        Vom Himmel hoch 
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Second Reading               Titus 2:11-14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation 
of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniq-
uity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Anthem          The Wexford Carol          Traditional, Arr. Don Michael Dicie 

Good people all this Christmas time, consider well, and bear in mind 
what our Good God for us has done in sending his begotten Son. 

With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this Christmas Day. 
In Bethlehem this Christmas morn there was a blessed Messiah born. 

In Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep, 
to which the angels did appear which put the shepherds in great fear. 

"Prepare and go," the angels said, to Bethlehem, be not afraid, 
"For there you'll find this happy morn a princely babe, sweet Jesus born.” 

With thankful hearts and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to find, 
and as God's angels had foretold they did our Saviour Christ to behold. 

Within a manger he was laid, and by his side the Virgin maid, 
attending to the Lord of Life who came to earth to end all strife.  

The Holy Gospel                Luke 2:1-20 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
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a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in 
a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People          Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                                                                                  The Reverend Herbert Jones 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader  Let us pray. 
  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
  angels proclaimed your birth to shepherds at their labors; 
  we pray for all people in their daily life and work: 
  for those called to shepherd your people, 
  and for those who carry your love into the world. 
  May we see your glory in the world around us,  
  and, like the shepherds, may we bear witness to your presence among us. 

Leader  Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer.  

Leader  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
  born in a stable when your parents found no room in the inn, 
  we pray for all who are without shelter, 
  for all who know poverty, 
  and for all who offer, even what little they have,  
  to meet the needs of others. 

Leader  Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer. 

Leader  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
  welcomed into your mother’s loving arms, 
  we pray for all who are lost and alone: 
  who have no arms to hold them; 
  for those who are sick or in need: 
  who depend upon loving arms to care for them; 
  for those whose arms are now empty: 
  who mourn loved ones gone; 
  and for those who are no longer with us 
  but have been welcomed into your loving arms. 

Leader  Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer. 

Leader  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
  a refugee in Egypt, whom Herod sought to kill, 
  we pray for all who live with danger, 
  for all who are persecuted,  
  and for all who are far from their homes. 

Leader  Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer. 

Leader  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
  in you God was pleased to dwell, 
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  help us, we pray,  
  to see the divine image in people everywhere, 
  and to honor the divine image in ourselves. 
  Forgive us where we have sinned, 
  strengthen us where we are weak, 
  heal us where we are blind.  

Leader  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 

Leader  Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
  you were born into our world,  
  that we might be reborn into eternal life. 
  May we daily live as children of God through your love, 
  as you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Peace  
Celebrant  Blessed be Christ the Prince of Peace, who breaks down the walls that divide. 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you.  

Anthem                                                                    Jesu Bambino    Pietro A. Yon 
Text: Frederick H. Martens 

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows, Upon a winter night 
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose The King of Love and Light. 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang The grateful earth rejoiced 
And at His blessed birth the stars Their exultation voiced. 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night 
That gave the world its Christmas Rose Its King of Love and Light. 

Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name The grateful chorus swell 
From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might dwell. 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B                            BCP p. 367 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People   We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   

Sanctus                 The St. James Christmas Service  
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The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,   

Celebrant and People  
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  

The Celebrant continues  
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 
him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
Thomas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By Christ and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant together 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
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    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant breaks the bread. 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that mo-
ment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  

The Officiant invites the following prayer to be said by all.  
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I can-
not receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen 
me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this 
life and in the life to come. Amen.   

After Spiritual Communion, the Officiant says 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world 
in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Christmas Blessing 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, 

bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, 
and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  Amen. 

 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,  
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,  
give you his peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal The people are dismissed and respond:   
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Postlude               Fughetta on “Antioch”           Joy to the World, Arr. Richard Shephard 
 
 

 
 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Officiant 
The Rev. Herbert Jones 

Readers 
Rye Haddad, Raine Haddad, Violet McFarlane, Joe Sabiston, Petra Kelly,  

Emily Burt, Sarah Burt, Aubrey Ward, Sydney Lenzi, Mabry Lenzi, Catherine Hicks  

Musicians 
Jimmy Hicks, organ & piano 

John Tyndall, voice 
Caitlin Tyndall, voice 

 
A special thanks to Tim Rhea for his time, effort, and dedication to beautifying our worship space, even as we cannot gather in person together.  
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