
 

 Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
  Sunday, May 9, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.  
  The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Richmond, Virginia 

Prelude     Jesus, We Want To Meet          arr. Frank Boles 
Sung by the Cantor              Text: Nigerian Folksong 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and wor-
thily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria                  S280 
Sung by all, masked.                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus, we want to meet on this thy holy day. 
We gather round thy throne on this thy holy day. 

Thou are our heav’nly friend, 
Hear our prayers as they ascend; 

Look into our hearts and minds today, 
On this thy holy day. 

We kneel in awe and fear on this thy holy day. 
Pray God to teach us here on this thy holy day. 

Save us and cleanse our hearts,  
lead and guide our acts of praise, 

And our faith from seed to flower raise,  
on this thy holy day.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

First Reading - All sit.            Acts 10:44-48  
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 98 (para.)   Sing A New Song Unto the Lord        Daniel L. Schutte 
Sung by the Cantor 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountain high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing hallelujah! 

Shout with gladness! Dance for joy! O come before the Lord. 
And play for God on glad tambourines, and let your trumpet sound. 

Rise, O children, from your sleep; your Savior now has come. 
He has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song. 

Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. I know my Savior lives. 

Second Reading                         1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the 
child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever 
is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that con-
quers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 



 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel            John 15:9-17 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants 
any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”   

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People          Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                                                                            The Rev. Herbert Jones 

The Nicene Creed              
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
    Who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People - Form II              
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops Susan, Jennifer, and Porter; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and 
peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need  
or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found by 
him. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace to glorify 
Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

Officiant 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our 
sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.  

Confession of Sin                           
Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

The Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Absolution 
Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  



 

The Peace  
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you.  

The Peace will be shared with a bow or wave or peace sign and will not include handshakes, hugs or other physical touch.  

Announcements 

Offertory Hymn                           420 
Sung by all, masked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B (standing)                                                 BCP, p. 367 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.  By his 
death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus               S129 
Sung by all, masked.  

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The People remain standing and the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant together 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  



 

The Celebrant breaks the bread. 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion following the guidelines laid out during the announcements. For those unable 
to receive and for those watching from home, please see the Prayer of Spiritual Communion at the end of the service.  

Communion Anthem   We Are Loved. Ah, We Are Loved             Divinum mysterium 
Text: Michael Hudson 

From a time beyond beginnings when all worlds were yet unformed, 
through the fire of first creation when our atoms swirled and swarmed, 

through the cooling of the planets long before a heart was warmed - 
We are loved. Ah, we are loved. 

From the deep and wordless longings of the primal waking soul, 
through the years of fluent conscience when the prophets’ thunder rolled, 

to the days when Jesus’ wisdom wove our remnant spirits whole - 
We are loved. Ah, we are loved. 

From today’s unfolding moments rounding from the recent night, 
through the sum of all tomorrow’s rising dim or breaking bright, 

to the point where every ending gather’s into endless light - 
We are loved. Ah, we are loved. 

After Communion, the people stand, as able, and the Celebrant says  
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Easter Blessing 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord,  

bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.  Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,  
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.  Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, 
bring you to your eternal inheritance.  Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

Dismissal The people are dismissed and respond:   
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Postlude                     
 

A PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at 
that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you 
praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in 
my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my 
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 

May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  



 

SERVING  IN WORSHIP 

Officiants 
The Rev. Herbert Jones, The Rev. Kristin Wickersham 

 
Readers 

Steven Hennessee, Spike Panilaitis, Margaret Woody 
 

Ushers 
Spike Panilaitis, Margaret Woody  

 
Set up team 

Spike Panilaitis, Margaret Woody   
 

Musicians 
Jimmy Hicks, piano 

Travis Krickovic, cantor 
 

 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 

For the ill, and those in need of special prayer:  
Beth, Courtney, Emma, Lincoln, Rachael, Amy & Cushman Andrews, Peter Anthony, Will Armstrong, Jack Aus-
tin, Gary Axelson, Emma Beck, Corden Bohannon, Glen Boyd, Linda & Ray Brady, Amy Brill, Thomas Coleman 
Brown, Elizabeth Brunson, Gil Caldwell, the Carrington Family, Becky & Brett Carter, Essie Coxon, Jeannie and 
Michael Crassley, Pat Cummins, Janee Davenport & Family, Mark DeBruhl, Les Detweiler, Alex Dockum, Joanna 
Dunevant, Joe Durrett, Phil Eckert, Anne Garrard, Grey Garrett, Beth Gordon, Tony Halterman, Claudia Hicks, 
Laura Hilendbrand, Marsha Joyner, Susan L., Anne LaGow, Bill Leary, Sarah Lerke, Barry Lindberg, Linda Ma-
honey, Matt Mahoney, Vicki Mollenhour, George Moore, Matthew Puerto, David Rockwell, CeeAnn Terrell, Betty 
Wade, Doug Waldrop, Kenn Ward, Beth Williams 
For those who have died: Ann Tankersley  
For those who serve in the armed forces: Jeff Sacks, Capt. Pete Michalak 
For those celebrating their birthdays this week:  Drew Chamberlain, Clara Ballou, Betsy Scott, Evy Southam-
Gerow, Finn Hull 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  The Anglican Church of Kenya   
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Mary’s, Goochland; St. Paul’s on the Hill, Winchester; St. Paul’s Memorial,  
Charlottesville  
For Richmond:  We pray for the criminal justice system in Metropolitan Richmond: For the police, judges, law-
yers and court personnel, correctional officers and institutions, juvenile detention facilities, and probation officers.   

ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH STAFF 

 
 The Rev. Herbert Jones, Rector         Kelly Kane, Day School Director       
 The Rev. Kristin Wickersham, Priest Associate Abby Outlaw, Parish Administrator 
 The Rev. Frank Castellon, Retired Deacon  Christi McFadden, Financial Administrator  
      Katie Cosby, Minister for Children & Youth  Gary Williams, Treasurer 
 Jimmy Hicks, Organist/Choirmaster   Jessamy Austin, Nursery Attendant               
 Andrea Marcinkevicius, Sexton                  
 

Current Vestry Members are: Roger Bowers (Senior Warden), Nan Carmack, Kim Kacani, Spike Panilaitis,  
Mary Whittle, & Jeannie Wyant (Junior Warden) 


